Juanita Kalani Smith
May 24, 1941 - November 8, 2021

Juanita Kalani was born on May 24, 1941 in Astoria Oregon to William and Hazel Reed.
She and her many siblings grew up and attended school in Warrenton Oregon with the
exception of one year of High School in Hawaii staying with her grandmother. Juanita
married Harry Chenoweth, her first husband, with whom she had one child. After divorcing
she later met the love of her life, Alfred G. Smith and they were married December 28,
1962. She and Alfred had two children together and he preceded her in death in 2015.
Juanita worked in several capacities in her lifetime. As a waitress, store clerk, bank teller,
bookkeeper and finally in Resident Services/Night Shift at Dallas Retirement Village where
she was employed for the last 23 years. Nita retired in the summer of 2021, at 80, due to a
minor heart condition and intended to return after her condition was resolved. She was
well known for her vivacious, bubbly personality, for always going above and beyond in
anything she did in life and for being a tireless "energizer bunny". She loved gardening,
jigsaw puzzles, crocheting, knitting, reading and old movies.
She is survived by her children Denise Beach and her spouse Mike Beach of Dallas OR,
her son Rocky Smith of Independence OR and her daughter Bobbie Jo Benefiel and her
spouse Fred Benefiel, her younger siblings Chuck Kobrzycki, Michelle Thomas & Maria
Brim all of Oregon. Nita had 3 grandchildren, Misty, Carrie & Michael, 9 greatgrandchildren and 1 great-great-grandchild.
Jaunita's "Celebration of Life" service takes place Saturday, November 20, 2021 at 2:00
pm at Dallas Mortuary Tribute Center located at 287 SW Washington St., in Dallas
Oregon. We hope all will join us to celebrate her. In lieu of flowers, the family asks that you
donate to Samaritan Evergreen Hospice, 1046 SW 6th, Albany Oregon, 97321. Farnstrom
Mortuary is caring for the family.
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Comments

“

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of Juanita Kalani Smith.

November 19, 2021 at 02:50 AM

“

Juanita was delightful, energetic, knowledgeable and always supportive to me and
everyone around her. I met and became friends with Her at Dallas Retirement
Village, I always looked forward to her warm greetings every morning when I came to
work. She was helpful if there was something I didn’t know or had a question about
up and coming events. What a gardener she was! It was fun dropping in now and
then for a tour of her yard and the many creative renovations she did to the
flowerbeds and walkways. She became a dear and trusted friend and will be sorely
missed.

Virginia English - November 17, 2021 at 01:12 AM

“

I was privileged to Supervise Nita at Dallas Retirement Village from 2005-2019. She trained
me well.
If I could give just a portion of Nita’s work ethic to this generation we would not be seeing
all the “Help Wanted” signs across our nation.
Dedicated, engaged, steadfast, dependable, responsible, caring, friendly, hard-working are
only a few words that begin to describe her. She did not just come to work, she took charge
and brought her heart.
I was blessed at Santiam Hospice to be able to hold her hand a bit even though she was
no longer responsive. Her hospice room was new and lovely, I would say even classy; and
she deserved every lovely thing around her.
Nita was one of a kind and the world will be poorer without her.
-Caroline Buchanan
caroline buchanan - November 17, 2021 at 01:27 AM

“

I worked with Nita at Dallas Retirement Village for 13 years. Nita cheerfully greeted me
every morning when I arrived at work. Nita was such a conscientious, positive person. She
loved the residence and they loved her! It will be very hard, if not impossible, to replace
her! She was an example to all with her devotion, kindness and diligence. She will be
greatly missed!
Doreen Pulliam - November 17, 2021 at 12:53 PM

