Donna Jean Case
May 30, 1936 - November 4, 2005

Donna Jean Garver Case of Monmouth, Oregon passed away November 4, 2005 from a
cerebral hemorrhage after a short, but hard fought battle with lung cancer. Donna was
born in the home her father built in Shirleysburg, Pennsylvania on May 30, 1936 to Leon F.
and Caroline E. Rogers Garver. She traveled with her parents between Pennsylvania and
Oregon a few times during her early life until they finally settled in Monmouth, Oregon in
1952. She attended Central High School in Independence and was a feature editor for the
Panther Press. On October 4, 1952, she started going steady with Everett Case and had
been going steady with him for 53 years. She turned 18, graduated from high school, and
married Everett all in the span of one week. They were married in Monmouth on June 4,
1954 at her parents' house at 136 N. Broad Street. For the first few years of her marriage
to Everett they traveled to many towns in Oregon and Washington while Everett did
construction work. They settled in Monmouth and bought a home in 1960. Donna and
Everett had three daughters. In 1967 Donna began working at Moore Business Forms in
Salem, Oregon, retiring in 1992. She enjoyed the reunions with her friends and coworkers
over the years. She and Everett were active members of the Trails End Sams Club. She
lived a very active life and had a very playful attitude. Donna had a variety of artistic
hobbies and crafts that she loved and shared these skills with her family and friends. She
enjoyed gardening and traveling with Everett and friends. She loved singing and laughing,
but loved Everett and her family most of all. Over the last several years her home was the
central meeting place for Family Day. This was a weekly event where her daughters and
grandchildren would show up to do crafts, projects, games, solve problems and to spend
some quality time with her, their dad and each other. Friends of the grandchildren also
showed up, because the kids didn't want to miss it. It was our time to be together, play
games, work, and shop. Donna is survived by her husband of 51 years Everett E. Case,
their three daughters, Genia Moore, Janette Otjen, Donna Thompson, their sons-in-law
Bernie Otjen and Terry Thompson, their grandchildren Lee Moore, Ashley Otjen, Andria
Otjen, Kalea Thompson, Tristan Thompson and many other friends and family. Donna's
father Leon F. Garver, mother Caroline E. Rogers Garver, brother John Garver, sisters
Helen McMullen and Carol Syler all preceded her in death. A Celebration of Life will be
held on Wednesday November 9th at the Independence Elks Lodge at 1:00 pm. Donna's

wishes were that donations be made to the charity of your choice in lieu of flowers.
Arrangements Entrusted to Farnstrom Mortuary, Independence.

Comments

“

Many weekends during my childhood were spent with Everett and Donna. Donna
made those times very special. I recall collecting rocks and shells and having Donna
help us make them into souvenir plates by having us embed them into Plaster of
Paris. The band they hired for Genia's birthday was fun, exciting, and the entire
evening made me feel very grown up. I think I was 13 or 14 at the time. When I
moved to Monmouth to attend OCE I was always welcomed at Everett and
Domma's. Donna made sure I had good food to eat on a regular basis. I miss her
cherry freeze dessert to this day. I saw less of Donna after I moved to California.
Donna, however, went out of her way to send yearly Christmas cards. She also made
a point of touching base whenever she saw me during a visit "home". These things
meant the world to me. I will miss the woman who was like a second mother to me.

Marla Case Davis - April 08, 2021 at 11:22 AM

“

I will always be grateful for the kindness and patience Aunt Donna showed to my
mom Viva. Mom wasn't always easy to understand and communicate with after
Alzheimers set in, but Aunt Donna's was always ready to listen to mom. Mom always
looked forward to their visits. I will never forget her words of encouragement to me as
well. What a wonderful and beautiful person, who will truly be missed.

Michelle Howell - April 08, 2021 at 11:22 AM

“

What can I say about my dear Aunt Donna? I recall countless overnight stays at her
house while I was growing up. Each time we had an adventure or an activity. I came
to think of these visits as mini-vacations. Donna was also my "hairdresser" until I
reached the ripe old age of 17 - cutting and perming my hair as well as that of my
sisters for many, many years a skill she did not pass on through genetics to Genia :- I
will forever look at my grade school pictures and think of the look she created
through her hair wizardry! She even cut your bangs straight! Most of all, I'll miss her
friendly face and cheerful spirit and her ability to make you feel welcome, even if you
were a complete stranger. You will be missed a great deal by those whose lives you
touched on your short time on this earth.

Lisa Wilch - April 08, 2021 at 11:22 AM

“

We will all miss you very much.

Laird Case - April 08, 2021 at 11:22 AM

“

January 22, 2021 at 10:41 AM

